
 

WEST BRIDGEWATER PLANNING BOARD 

11/18/15 

 

 

PRESENT: H. Hurley, H. Anderson, G. Stetson, A. Kinahan and J. Noyes 

 

ABSENT: None 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. 

 

1.   B. C. Way: Gary Hinchliff was present. 

Mr. Hinchliff stated that he was here to find out the status of the above subdivision.  He 

questioned why the developer was allowed to begin building new homes when the drainage 

issues have not been addressed or approved by the abutting homeowners. He stated that the 

footings were in on Lot 5 and yet nothing has been done to alleviate the water issues on his 

property.  Mr. Hurley stated that the drainage and the subdivision have been approved.  Mr. 

Hinchliff asked when it was approved and if it was posted.  Mr. Hurley explained that the public 

hearing had been ongoing, and once the engineer revised his plans, and the Board’s engineer had 

reviewed these revisions and approved them for content and compliance the Board voted to 

approve the subdivision plans.  Mr. Hurley noted that all of their meetings were open to the 

public and while the abutters came to the first few meetings, it slowly dwindled down to no one 

in attendance.  He also noted that he had been emailing back and forth with one of the abutters 

but that too had stopped quite some time ago.  

 

Mr. Hurley stated that it was the Boards understanding that the developer would meet with the 

property owner and bring up the grade high enough so that the water would drain into the inlet 

pipe and away from their property.  He also stated that the engineer had made several changes to 

the original plan.  Mr. Hurley stated that the Board made them put in a swale at the bottom to 

keep the water on site, and then had the engineer move the driveway over an additional twenty 

(20’) feet to allow for more drainage space.  Mr. Stetson stated that they had even moved the 

drainage over under the driveway easement. 

 

Mr. Hinchliff questioned the design and stated that the storm drain to the holding tank is about 

one (1’) foot above his property.  Mr. Stetson stated that this was because the grading has not 

been done yet.  Mr. Hinchliff stated that they can’t lower the inlet.  Mr. Stetson stated that they 

could add pipe and move it up to be parallel with the driveway.  Mr. Hinchliff stated that it was 

his understanding that this was all supposed to be fixed first. He stated that Lot 2 is done, Lot 3 is 

framed, nothing is done on Lot 4 and the footings are going in on Lot 5.  He stated that in order 

for this to work, they must drop the drainage down six (6’) feet.  He also stated that he had 

marked it at the corner of his property, left the marker up and nothing has changed since then. He 

stated that he knows his “stuff” and the only remedy is to lower the inlet below his property line. 

Mr. Stetson stated that they cannot do that.  Mr. Hurley reiterated that when the re-grading is 

done on Mr. Hinchliff’s property his land would then slope down toward the drain pipe.  Mr. 

Hinchliff adamantly stated that, “What I am telling you is that there is no room to do it.” 
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Mr. Hurley stated that there should be room especially now since proponents have moved the 

driveway. Mr. Hinchliff stated that he had been doing this for forty five (45) years and knows 

what he is talking about.  He stated that proponents are not doing what they said they would do 

and no one has been in touch with him.  

 

Mr. Noyes stated that the Board had addressed all of the drainage issues.  He questioned whether 

the contractor is using the wrong plan.  He stated that maybe it was an old set of plans.  Mr. 

Hurley retrieved the plans from the file and all were in agreement that this was the correct plan.  

A lengthy discussion and review was held regarding elevations, calculations, measurements and 

grading. The Board confirmed that, as presented, this drainage plan would be more than adequate 

to address the issues. Mr. Noyes noted that with five (5’) feet elevations on both sides, it is a 

three to one (3-1) slope.  Mr. Noyes stated that, when all is said and done, the design should 

work as designed and approved. 

 

Mr. Hinchliff discussed the low spots on the property which he says now have puddles and pond 

issues. He stated that there is a large puddle on his property and a pond on the DeMolles property 

at the base of the hill.  Mr. Hurley again stated that it is because the final grading has not been 

done.  Mr. Hinchliff stated that it would just get worse when that happens.  Mr. Hurley suggested 

that as no grading work has been done, then maybe the ponds and puddles were already there 

before construction was started and were being caused by Mr. Hinchliff.  Mr. Hinchliff denied 

this and reiterated that it is caused by all of this building going on.  Mr. Hurley stated that, once 

the swale is put in, it will work to drain off the water.  Mr. Hurley noted that the Board was 

under the impression that the developer and Mr. Hinchliff had reached an agreement. Mr. Hurley 

suggested that Mr. Hinchliff keep the Board informed and if he sees anything out of line he 

should contact them.  He noted that Mr. Hinchliff was the best eyes that the Board has out there. 

 

Note:  It was reported that Mr. Hinchliff contacted the Building Inspector the next morning to 

inform him that he would not allow anyone to do anything on his property and that he was going 

to retain an attorney to fight this. Barbara St. George (the actual owner of the property) also 

called to discuss the drainage issues and was referred to the Chairman.   

 

2.   The Farm/541 Walnut Street: 

At the last meeting, the Board forwarded a copy of the revised plans, revised drainage 

calculations and minutes of the last meeting to their engineer, Nicholas Lanney, for his review 

and comments.  Mr. Lanney reported that the plan's revisions include the redesign of the 

drainage system to raise the bottom of the sediment forebay above the seasonal high water table.  

He also noted that the revised plans address all of the comments from the Water Department.  

Mr. Lanney states that, in his opinion, the revisions address all of the concerns of the Board and 

comply with the rules and regulations except for the waivers requested on Sheet 1 which include: 
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  1.  Subject to approval of the Fire Chief to waive the fire alarm system since all houses    

      will be fully sprinkled, 

 

 2.  A waiver is needed on the south side of the south access road because Section 4.2.2.7  

      cannot be satisfied without an easement from the Town, and 

  

 3.  The use of individual septic tanks for each house is a significant change from the  

                 originally proposed common system. Does the Planning Board need an updated  

                 review from the Board of Health pursuant to Section 3.3.5.1 of the Rules and  

                 Regulations before it can make a final decision? 

 

3.   Pearl Road:   
The Board had agreed to wait until Larry Silva appeared before them with updates for "The 

Farm" subdivision before continuing their review of the as-built plans already submitted for the 

above subdivision.  It was noted that they are still waiting for the attorney to draw up the 

easement documents and will then have to get them approved by Town Counsel.  

 

Correspondence from Conservation Commission agent, John Delano, informed the Board that, 

after reading the minutes of the meeting on 11/4/15, he wanted to report that the developer has 

not received a Certificate of Compliance from them for the Pearl Road construction or for the 

construction of drainage basins, both of which are near the wetlands.  The Commission requests 

that no remaining bond money be released, nor any approval of  Pearl Road be given until the 

Commission issues a Certificate of Compliance. Mr. DeLano also noted that the Conservation 

Commission requests that these comments be addressed by the applicant prior to any approvals 

by the Planning Board. 

 

Mr. Hurley suggested that this letter be placed on file and reintroduced when the Board holds the 

public hearing to release the remaining surety funds that the Town is holding. Board members 

agreed. 

 

4.   Solar Farms: 
 A brief discussion was held regarding the large solar farms that are, or will be under 

construction soon and the revenues that they will bring in to the town.  Mr. Stetson noted that the 

problem with assessing these solar farms is that the State has set no standards for the towns to 

follow with respect to their value. He stated that it makes it difficult to determine a fair 

assessment. The Board reviewed the State regulations, and noted that they have not been updated 

since 1985.     

 

5.   Victoria Lane:  
Engineer, Azu Etoniru, had submitted the final subdivision plans for the Board’s signatures.  It 

was noted, that since the appeal period has elapsed, the Town Clerk has certified that no appeal 

was made so now the Board can sign them.   
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A Motion (HA) was made to endorse the subdivision plans for Victoria Lane as submitted.  

Second (GS).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

It was noted that Mr. Etoniru has stated that he will have the Mylar recorded and bring back 

enough prints for the Building Inspector, Water Department, Highway Department, Assessors, 

Fire and Police Departments and for the Planning Board files. 

 

6.    Greeen Meadows: 
A brief discussion was held regarding the still unfinished subdivision for Copper Beech Circle, 

and Sycamore and Oakwood Lanes which were originally developed by Bisher Hashem.  Mr. 

Hashem is proposing the Chapter 40B project for 120 new homes/condominiums off of Maple 

Street and has informed the State that he has had several developments in West Bridgewater and 

never has had any problems with the Town.  The Board strongly disagreed with Mr. Hashem's 

opinion that all was well with his developments.   

 

Mr. Hurley reported that copies of all of the unanswered letters that the Board has sent to Mr. 

Hashem and the punch list created for the problems with the above subdivision were forwarded 

to Town Administrator, David Gagne.  Mr. Gagne plans to send a letter to the State outlining the 

problems that have still not been resolved.  It was also noted that the Board will make an inquiry 

to Treasurer/Collector, John Duggan, as to what funds, if any, are left in the surety account.   

 

The Board briefly discussed the proposal for the development on Maple Street.  Mr. Hurley 

noted that he has heard that developers want to have only a twenty (20’) foot wide roadway, 

which is half of the size of the requirements for a subdivision roadway.  He noted that while the 

Board won’t have much say in the width of the proposed roadway, the fact that they are hoping 

to construct 120 homes on one road is a definite safety issue.  He noted that the plan would be 

reviewed by the Zoning Board of Appeals, but that this Board would also get a chance to review 

it and send their recommendations.  Mr. Hurley noted that safety issues are one of the only 

concerns that they have any control over with respect to a Chapter 40B project which mostly 

overrides the town’s bylaws.  Board members were in agreement that this proposal could cause 

some serious safety issues for the Town.  It was also noted that with the addition of that many 

new residences, the Town could say good-bye to the School Choice program and the revenue 

that it generates since there would be a much greater influx of new students into the school 

system. 

  

7.   Meadow Spring Drive: 
The Board noted that the deeds and conveyances for the roadway and easements for the above 

subdivision still have not been submitted, reviewed or approved for this subdivision. The last 

time the Board met with Mr. Donato he stated that his attorney, Ron Whitney, was preparing the 

deeds, conveyance documents, and roadway easements and would submit them as soon as they 

were done.  Mr. Hurley had noted that once all of the paperwork was in order, the Board would  
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schedule a public hearing to release the surety. They would then forward the plans to the Board 

of Selectmen for street acceptance at the next town meeting; now sometime in 2016.  Mr. Donato 

had assured the Board that he would make sure that everything was submitted as soon as 

possible. It was noted for the record that the above documents have still not been submitted. 

    

8.   MAIL: 

Bridgewater Planning Board public hearing 11/2/15, re: site plan, 990 Elm St., approved. 

Bridgewater Planning Board public hearing 11/2/15, re: site plan, 1037 Pleasant St., approved. 

Bridgewater Town Council public hearing 11/16/15, re: zoning ordinances. 

E. Bridgewater Planning/Building public hearing 10/26/15, re: special permit, 838 N. Bedford St. 

Easton Planning/Zoning public hearing 11/23/15, re: special permit, 8 Randall Street. 

Easton notice of special permit, re: 122 Main Street, denied. 

Easton notice of special permit, re: 15 High Street, granted. 

Easton notice of special permit, re: 12 Highland Street, granted. 

Easton notice of special permit, re: 51 North Main Street, granted. 

Easton notice of special permit, re: 12 Wilbur Street, granted. 

Board of Assessor's minutes of 10/21/15. 

OCPC minutes of 10/8/15, and agenda for 11/12/15.  

 

9.    A Motion (HA) was made to pay the Board's Engineer, Nicholas Lanney, $400.00 for his  

       final review of "The Farm" subdivision.  Second (AK). Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

10.  A Motion (HA) was made to pay the secretary payroll for the period ending 11/17/15.    

       Second (AK).  Vote:  Unanimous. 

 

11.  The minutes of 11/4/15 were accepted and filed. 

  

12.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

Donna M. Cotter, 

Secretary 


